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If they could but hold out for three months they might
be relieved by the fleet from Portugal. Albuquerque thought
it possible, but no one else agreed. They might prevent the
Turks from entering, but before help arrived they would
all be dead. Their numbers dwindled every day, while
Idalcan's increased. It was not even as if every man could
stay in Goa to defend the wall. About 500 men were in the
town, but all the seamen had been sent on board the ships,
which could not be abandoned. The setting in of the monsoon
made it impossible to cross the bar, and all the sails were
taken in so that they should not be rotted by the rains.
The sailors kept dreary vigil in the storm-swept harbour, but
if Idalcan attempted to destroy the fleet they were too few
to defend it. Perhaps it was this consideration more than
any other that decided Albuquerque, much against his will,
to leave the town.

On 23rd May, at a given signal after midnight, the
captains silently embarked their men. The slaves had been
already sent on board with their masters' belongings and
what provisions could be found. Noiselessly though all this
was done, in places they were heard, and there was a sharp
fight on the quays, where the Governor and the captains
lingered to see the men get safely off.

Timoja got his innings before leaving Goa. Albuquerque
told him he had better go and kill the Moors imprisoned in
the fort. Accompanied by fifty men, Timoja departed with
alacrity on this congenial errand. Calling out the Moslems
in small batches, he decapitated them successively. Then,
selecting the best-looking of their wives and daughters, he
relieved these ladies of their costly jewels, dressed them as
men, and took them in his boats.

Idalcan re-entered Goa to the flourish of trumpets. He
naturally considered that he had won this war. At the
same time it was not good for the owners of seaports to be
at enmity with Portugal. He once more dispatched Joao
Machado to suggest that Albuquerque might now come to